H2	THE GOLDEN LOTUS
"Perhaps I had better not go," Uncle Wu said, "the other
three gentlemen may have business to transact/'
"No," Hsi-m£n said, "a short time ago, Brother Ch'ang
borrowed a few taels from me and took a new house. He has
just moved into it, and to-day he brought me a present of
food and I asked them to stay and enjoy it. You will be very
welcome/* He took Uncle Wu to the outer court. The Moon"
Lady went and bade the cooks get food ready for them. Ch'in
T'ung and Wang Ching prepared the table. Hsi-mgn Ch'ing
gave orders that the cellar should be opened and a jar of
chrysanthemum wine brought. It had been given to him by
Magistrate Hsia, The wine was brought and opened. It was
pale green ip. colour and very sweet. Before it was poured into
the wine-pot, a jar of cold water was mixed with it to make it
milder. It had a very delicate flavour, finer than that of grape wine.
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing told Wang Ching to give a small cup to
Uncle Wu, then to Ying Po-chueh and the others. They sipped
it and spoke of it appreciatively. Then food was brought, and
after they had had some, the crabs and roast ducks were
served. Ying Po-chiieh urged Uncle Wu to eat freely. Hsieh
Hsi-ta was astounded: he could not imagine how they could
be made so tasty and tender.
"They are a present from Brother Ch'ang," Hsi-men
Ch'ing said.
"I have lived to be fifty-two years old," Uncle Wu said,
"and never in all my life have I known crabs cooked in this
way to be so good."
"Brother," Ying Po-chueh said, "have you given the
ladies a taste?"
"I have," said Hsi-ni£n.
"Mistress Ch'ang's cooking is really marvellous," said
Po-chueh.
Ch'ang Chih-chieh smiled, "Oh," said he, "my poor wife
does not really cook very well. I brought these things thinking
perhaps they might afford a little pleasure/'
They enjoyed their crabs with the wine while, at Hsi-mfin
Ch'ing's bidding, Ch'un Hung and Shu T'ung sang southern
melodies. Po-chtteh thought he heard music. "Is Cassia here?"
he said. "Who else can be playing like that?"
"Listen again," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said.

